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Digital technologies transform the way in which we view ourselves, our relationships
with each other and with other communities; the nature of work and commerce; how
we learn and communicate; how we design and build things; how we conduct
research. They open up enormous potential for innovation, and may have a greater
impact on worldwide social and economic structures than any other technological
advancement.

The far-reaching opportunities created by digital technologies cross link intellectual,
cultural, social, scientific and technological dimensions. To achieve them we will
need a workforce composed of adequate numbers of knowledge discoverers,

i application designers, and innovation drivers. We will need a workforce with a strong
~~~disciplinary knowledge base; an ability to collaborate, and understand the nature and
context of innovation; and characterised by inclusiveness and diversity of perspective.



The UK Software
Economy
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The Landscape

® What do you believe the most significant challenge to face UK PLC
is for ITEC?

® What do you think this hinges on!?
® How important is the ITEC sector to UK wealth and prosperity!?

® |s there a skills problem; where do you think the problems start?
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Dialogic Research

® Software & Computing Services is the largest single
contributor to our National Accounts within the Creative

Economy (CE) at 2.7% of GDP
® As a whole the CE provides 7.3% of GDP

- o,
rise to 10% over next 3 years
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Example Issues:
Secondary Education

® Computing Education in secondary schools (11 +) is
broken

® Girls are switched off and out! So we create a problem that
exacerbates our economic dilemma.

® The secondary IT curriculum emphasis is on software-use

0 £ -

| y e f AR CEY e aY 4 W e § | 5 ayll AP 111 SR gauls
>)r| "'glﬂl REAT A _Jﬁr » SN ANIE ﬂ 2 1y 9;#*‘»‘ [ : = \ A= #u DIl -" d CI1Q
AT el baeag MMM Lo g S0y R S o) A e T e e o g5 i R G A R G T



http://www.dialogic.co.uk
http://www.dialogic.co.uk
http://www.dialogic.co.uk
http://www.dialogic.co.uk
http://www.dialogic.co.uk
http://www.dialogic.co.uk
http://www.dialogic.co.uk

Do we lose what
opportunity we create!

® |n 2006 six months after graduation,

® 58% of computing/IT graduates were in full-time
emploment

® /% were in part-time employment
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Dialogic Research
Shows

® Need to ensure we create a vibrant ITEC
economy

® Hinges on getting a sustainable knowledge and
skills base at the right level
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So...

® We have a knowledge and skills issues
coupled with a severe industrial sector
image problem
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The Backdrop is
Globalisation

® |n reality - this is widened competition

® Primarily an exercise in cost reduction for large
organisations

® SME/small innovative enterprise is not engaged
~ here to any real extent
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Innovation
It's a Race

® |n the EU
® |nhWider Europe
nd Asia
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There is opportunity

® The Knowledge Economy is vital to the economic
wealth of the UK

® There is a real need for a forum for change
® Engage Individuals, Academia, Government &
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Even back in 1776, Adam Smith’s ‘The
Wealth of Nations’ suggested that:
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